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Introducing the Updated
Minimally Invasive Surgery
Guideline
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Thanks to technological advances, surgeons can now perform procedures with little or no incisions.
However, with technological advancement comes the necessity of trained professionals to safely use it.
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Interdisciplinary teams and departments must merge knowledge and skills in these new environments to
optimize patient outcomes. Create a safe environment of care during minimally invasive surgery with the

recently updated Minimally Invasive Surgery Guideline in AORN’s 2023 Guidelines for Perioperative

Practice.
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This Guideline Addresses:

Distension media used during endoscopic surgery

Hybrid operating rooms (ORs)

Hybrid ORs with intraoperative magnetic resonance (MR) imaging capabilities

o Computer-assisted navigation procedures

Robotic-assisted surgery
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What’s New:

Perform a pre-operative assessment to identify patients at risk of complications related to

minimally invasive surgery

During the pre-operative briefing, identify resources that could be needed to convert from an

endoscopic procedure to an open procedure

Identify risk factors and monitor for complications related to gas distension media and fluid

distension media

Anticipate and respond to computer-assisted navigation and robotic procedure complications

Implement a comprehensive safety program used in intraoperative magnetic resonance imaging
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