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Positioning patients is one of the most important tasks performed by perioperative personnel and is the
responsibility of all members of the surgical team. Incorrectly positioning a surgical patient can result in
serious injury to personnel or the patient. 2
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However, according to Lead AORN Guideline Author Dr. Lisa Spruce, “Once these risks are acknowledged
as a team, safe practices to prevent positioning injuries are easy to put into place.”
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Mitigate potential positioning risks with the recently updated Positioning the Patient Guideline in AORN'’s
2023 Guidelines for Perioperative Practice.
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New Recommendations Include:

¢ Add patient positioning to the pre-operative briefing

¢ Proactively determine which team members will be responsible for remaining at bedside
e Use clear communication when straps are removed or when patient is being moved

e Determine the method for tucking the patient’s arms

¢ Do not use shoulder braces in the Trendelenburg position
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As patient advocates, perioperative team members are responsible for maintaining the
patient’s autonomy, dignity, and privacy and for representing the patient’s interests
throughout the procedure.
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Get My AORN Guidelines
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