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SAFE SURGERY TOGETHER

Preventing
Unintended

RSI
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Periop Professional —
Proactive strategies are required to prevent and reduce the occurrence of unintended retained surgical
items (RSI). Below are useful recommendations based on the Guidelines for Perioperative Practice.
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If we have multiple procedures for the same patient, should we count the items together or separately?
For multiple procedures or sterile fields, all items should be counted together at the final count while
sterile technique is maintained. Multiple procedures or sterile fields increase the risk of counted items
moving between setups and creating confusion during counting, which may contribute to counting errors.
Counting items across all sterile fields, while maintaining sterile technique, accounts for all surgical items in
the room and validates that the items have not been retained in the patient.
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Is the count correct or incorrect when the patient leaves with packing?
When radiopaque surgical soft goods are intentionally used as therapeutic packing and the patient leaves
the OR with this packing in place, the number and types of items placed should be documented in the

medical record as:

e reconciled and confirmed by the surgeon when this information is known with certainty or
e as incorrect if the number and type of sponges used for therapeutic packing is not known with

certainty
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https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUqqlOiQ64qXhmckrG9MxryyIzMm8kOhT-L2F_Z4-tRIykt7x1E02wk2MFJEKt155g7XyB2kmai9dtBbtUgM_-OiKLC4kCb2eYgwm7gWkFVD9lf9ahcpCEJ_377krfI38iss1Fv65S4VWFGzHMCreGZwaa9EaBXz-Ho4DtYcsfsvB/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBS45c5gLvjetIGUZFAjFM6AJ4hbnOplDAdk2WX-WXzNPiQnqhqefdg7OWk1iZjF6pQohwanU=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUvgru0lbTPFieP-u9xe11OJSlrQBMnKsc3QvDKt-DUAKqVNL053tgHY7TlyyzWeDvPio-hk59fyOknenpDiu1Uv0xahv3a0ivQco46SlbEAp_6ySk4aMtvI-0E5o6GsA7_2TcYchl8wBAFFSCrO67Heix8TyNg8fMGbfBZ4V2Ghu/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBS45c5gLvjetIGUZFAjFM6AJ4hbnOplDAdk2WX-WXzNPiQnqhqefdg7OWk1iZjF6pQohwanU=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUjA8vBFj-SvKolzf7IusoFXX1Ga3WGflmCt4K5iTom3XBwM_ad-43sUXsWCOJ2UZBADO4LEXGPiu34kAHtXqv6CwJy5i1xYOsHZ81OAMIzm3HhktVS_0diNkna1732z1NbUt1xKkWNvlc9fZxxLquj9kK1f0B3zshx3HEze8dqyQ_qJ2JuKx2Wh_WyVYaE7Hfw==/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBS45c5gLvjetIGUZFAjFM6AJ4hbnOplDAdk2WX-WXzNPiQnqhqefdg7OWk1iZjF6pQohwanU=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUjT31i_UX2HkajYQCrsXgqiJQxUeu90edWcHj5i4vM8GlbIkPuqWEBtkzyApH-9ufdrKPJaTZfsbUNfr0ZTF2eeWEp_3rxqC0vP3uqeO7PYJWGouxmszE8apQ-L-xVFSysY5XZNygqZKIChX6jxoIX8=/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
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For more frequently asked questions regarding unintended RSI, visit our website:
» Guidelines: Clinical FAQs - Retained Surgical ltems

» Try This Simulation Scenario: Initial Evaluation of Adjunct Technology to Prevent Retained Sponges
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»AORN $4 F54 > : Clinical FAQ-Retained Surgical Items(J% &N Ffiizz 2)
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Quality Improvement (Ql) Package: Retained Surgical Items

Periop Mastery 2.0 can help your team develop a plan to decrease and prevent unintended RSI through a

Retained Surgical Items Ql Package, which includes:

e Periop Mastery 2.0 RSI module

¢ Quality and risk assessment

e Webinar

¢ Gap analysis checklist

e Model to build a business case to support purchasing decisions
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Mitigate Risks & Ensure Patient Safety (JRVZBHEL . BEDNDLZLZHER)

Coming in January 2022!

AORN'’s new education and recognition program for perioperative teams:
Center of Excellence in Surgical Safety - Prevention of RSI
» Sign up to be among the first to participate.

Get a head start now with this RSI gap analysis tool.
This evidence-based program is made possible from a sponsorship by Stryker through the AORN
Foundation.
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https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUmAC4-CnCx1X4BBTOwRB59X4heOL4XA-_8rx0EbsAIZTth8KhaKkkdkQltvZllFOTZGufDjBXjElk_a4LX57ATaUd4Z-dOZimzqLiyk5-aFYL-jtzcnJSAzHEb7FgkbbFJoIBGCMAXZSBms8Oj_-IxsI9pHCR1VRzWm5x5Nk5lMcMt9LXEzFn6EYKVz15XfCttfWOidzGGLhIJCeMHCNXP0x71UfQeX5L90N4_yYucKZ4MoNw5vSTvjuEgOwA-nrJw==/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/IqJXjSh4I1je8QNAU1duCoC9dlRGEd0z5L8wU0ahL6oOUdVlOQL4F3Hb7OmRGlvBnFWsegXaJ48fSUyi8rGlF8PuczSN5MGY5PZVvvHR5g3kOy4ff-TjBiFu98SuNfy1DOUkMYWlw2za4ofXNIhjDHWXMr9UrICfLFC-S4O9Daj4YO2kH7akfz_UGeknQTw1aRvp_66xxbFrYct5NKwBJ-_WDrFcj5d-2fKFA8QuBfp89JhkkmuXYZmYvabKncvp/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUmAC4-CnCx1X4BBTOwRB59X4heOL4XA-_8rx0EbsAIZTth8KhaKkkdkQltvZllFOTZGufDjBXjElk_a4LX57ATaUd4Z-dOZimzqLiyk5-aFYL-jtzcnJSAzHEb7FgkbbFJoIBGCMAXZSBms8Oj_-IxsI9pHCR1VRzWm5x5Nk5lMcMt9LXEzFn6EYKVz15XfCttfWOidzGGLhIJCeMHCNXP0x71UfQeX5L90N4_yYucKZ4MoNw5vSTvjuEgOwA-nrJw==/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/IqJXjSh4I1je8QNAU1duCoC9dlRGEd0z5L8wU0ahL6oOUdVlOQL4F3Hb7OmRGlvBnFWsegXaJ48fSUyi8rGlF8PuczSN5MGY5PZVvvHR5g3kOy4ff-TjBiFu98SuNfy1DOUkMYWlw2za4ofXNIhjDHWXMr9UrICfLFC-S4O9Daj4YO2kH7akfz_UGeknQTw1aRvp_66xxbFrYct5NKwBJ-_WDrFcj5d-2fKFA8QuBfp89JhkkmuXYZmYvabKncvp/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUjrEYaA2T_fI60_jBekFWk7KYio15AeCH_CCGyh1EO7iplqhjpf-1s_wPjsOOmH_X5sVM12QAM3-YmyjKgl1JUcWAvEkbN2aF5qD9kytHCamgq8aLAlBmzgQxjRzhnpgqbGi_TrJaoPLOG7-6AqJhwppiNvVScKRTBbtUXNCeXaIU8yYu6dtQRJRNcmJ6Z6agw==/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUjrEYaA2T_fI60_jBekFWk7KYio15AeCH_CCGyh1EO7ijafXzKTZMJ9QBMKPrOU7wpKn2uI5-95rq4vv9JuzNyE9Eb-E6QnTynGctW7QBYGhYl-FMAjsv63jO6X1XLLqavonnr_ZFKGyBC_9acg_nnZjUoJAFF9dAtt5oPSLyEUjNGPRISoOrol_y93cUB0hH2j07623tYv1DLrhrY6zBd6eBaAxTtZnQaaNM775QnLa/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
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Is Your Team CNOR Strong?

Get them exam ready with AORN’s Prep for CNOR® Virtual Live course.
This review program offers test-taking strategies and covers all exam areas.
Includes a review of the relevant Guidelines for Perioperative Practice —

a primary reference for the exam.

Sign up your team for the January 22-23 class! Inquire about group registration by

emailing periopsolutions@aorn.org.
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Celebrate 2021: Year of the Health and Care Workers!
Copyright © 2021 Association of periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN), All rights reserved
2170 S. Parker Road, Suite 400
Denver, CO, 80231-5711
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Download the AORN Mobile App
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https://go.aorn.org/dc/Zw5_MNU-wRVG3V1QnZ5FOqPi9Q_UR8qEh59Or4qCO9h7W2LVbTf1hJtvmaHOyUrrzDbK9OuzlVB2J2vTUdbkPH4RFUCxGI9jhvjFhVnbSx0eyKDCa374vjSLI9v97smBub4I2vJEHVeoTIBOkjPvmD2fYN2P06xtXnU6jQiYrL4=/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBO0D_l6w85J7vUeEhPlTw-B6CLMTmIvmk5RJKsj2JGZmcA6hnbI7eWgF9hRhiz7BZ6D55iJU=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/IqJXjSh4I1je8QNAU1duChbV3A03opc3Cu_DrY2-COv_ePp5G2b0idstpXzVBvz6ssap3I_YgN_NIHml4T5G9sucr84byTH9Hfxqj1C0Pep4gPZOo6qizBsjl-jrKAsRP_w_Je78HVCrdVREIvHqpuoaGQ0KdkX4ELNGq4ayqY22zBBQZyFYbmd5jENVzlAH1pGldNzSjklDvj4YYmufeA==/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBO0D_l6w85J7vUeEhPlTw-B6CLMTmIvmk5RJKsj2JGZmcA6hnbI7eWgF9hRhiz7BZ6D55iJU=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUiIqYhx1Y0l8XF42fphJhvI-qCBZ64ttg6bg-L2MGyDxxhKtnXITylGW1hNZIrDT6aWg6tOZiB_Bu8RsBP6LDYMu-EOGmLREQkC6VZ1VAi5Itg3uo5pcoAaeD-Uy4SvbCKFo4Kax-J1RIJixr6ggdmM=/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBO0D_l6w85J7vUeEhPlTw-B6CLMTmIvmk5RJKsj2JGZmcA6hnbI7eWgF9hRhiz7BZ6D55iJU=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/KcPYFWxJMbasAdbPxqbyUjrEYaA2T_fI60_jBekFWk7KYio15AeCH_CCGyh1EO7ijafXzKTZMJ9QBMKPrOU7wpKn2uI5-95rq4vv9JuzNyE9Eb-E6QnTynGctW7QBYGhYl-FMAjsv63jO6X1XLLqavonnr_ZFKGyBC_9acg_nnZjUoJAFF9dAtt5oPSLyEUjNGPRISoOrol_y93cUB0hH2j07623tYv1DLrhrY6zBd6eBaAxTtZnQaaNM775QnLa/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1gyXPnbQCs69HiWqbhpkkiTUZDjUE3LduUbKOFsh1Q8RUzFcUSNWdzw5I4eLWV4QRm0=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/uq3EykqQY7h0Yyhe2BWhMHspEDsXVukgmTaxm9xIewjZYl4-Nc1vOTgkC7lEArjgCglEuUFwU9_YkFvIigin4J6AerX_j5ypDe0Xw_t9znxThjbx_NOeyIE9KNDpemRXhlz--JUeg1kY1qrz3dajVgVGFWrckeLnnMZksItNy5WaIjrXnhhFjTjH4hLxkMIU/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGAzzplP34NlPp0DaP_Na6_kxbKZiz5Zlvn-lcaqbupifkcev52MClLlpKWl_zJbB6t5Lh8U2U=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/qRrMJDEUlv6ss-mBIC1z6qs3ucIkhZlRH3xcsu6ugnD2HK8y2riVDXWBwb4A7Z9y7rOmFeaTUUF-USl2K6cKUIEjqfZ-8YBTuUqduN0R2zsQtd9cVoXv-K7LCcqLsb2IyZqktOWw2ZCNgvV5sOgGBnyffJ77EEDp8pTq3ABK7sA=/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGAzzplP34NlPp0DaP_Na6_kxbKZiz5Zlvn-lcaqbupifkcev52MClLlpKWl_zJbB6t5Lh8U2U=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/fG5-PlwEnZR-IoSdwCtjIpTVr9AsJHNwc_srhy7U9rWeVgAfs6z3HaYlj2bCe6040mg6HNsCP3ficYdnGze0NtaiCV2xPCp3zC7MozVyXS1hD0tn2biyVMBLSaOsUhXcVxylZ5hO3EKtKvDrdLfBxcux_MsDhrYTh4q8ikh5KBWfnErbCKNXvj_hCx1vRNYR/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGAzzplP34NlPp0DaP_Na6_kxbKZiz5Zlvn-lcaqbupifkcev52MClLlpKWl_zJbB6t5Lh8U2U=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/M9Y3nowLDCcEv8uSbJAkaY86UjI3F4zmpAC4DSnvjtNxPMUtRCFINDDi22IBH68QQRQ5MoAo0gOPdZC5AYOUW1J0apkJc4BlMswz6XsTVy70m9kUIyKoFKDPZDCRjw6sZkFJeadu84OeSEyDKt7mGBPiGCYiCMW42YzN2C7tiZ3mowABtSWAQMh-kfPztbLS/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGAzzplP34NlPp0DaP_Na6_kxbKZiz5Zlvn-lcaqbupifkcev52MClLlpKWl_zJbB6t5Lh8U2U=
https://go.aorn.org/dc/WhZcq50CsoLLiaLsfDq43lXbU38Wqlea05fRFE2rK40fvQ0p4NB245iZfioz2hcWxNlwaaZ8O-D-qShi-CDNa0mhRfqT-8qMtHqZTYzWMym35PgG_NVEQaLHYGvFxb70_HtxRO4IMZ1Dbzt7n_MJfJo_PRzwp7BJMRitooMMVrMyZ74nhLGB8MPzNB8qHnaC/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGAzzplP34NlPp0DaP_Na6_kxbKZiz5Zlvn-lcaqbupifkcev52MClLlpKWl_zJbB6t5Lh8U2U=
https://go.aorn.org/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBLANhif3Iz3X_pCgkoPYS8jlY1djmz-9yukJBE-yBTlhecVzDU5RxtJTAIfvUuFSk6YrHTUM=
https://go.aorn.org/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBLANhiUI7W62dJmtCa1cKpykD_C-fL5Z_RVEESoNICLthU1b11LXRzCvG26rB4cNIUXAdLao=
https://go.aorn.org/NTQ1LUtDUC0xNjMAAAGBZBLU1ppazBChEt_b4GcC1qC6_lZrQp079Y7-NCMfWCbh4Rphwyq3pbtRlnV-XfVtDRl8El4=

