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successors as Evangelical fiction writers can be seen to engage many central
themes and forms of secular Romanticism.' I would argue that Mary Butt and
Mary Sherwood may be regarded as two versions, among many possible ones, of
the middle-class female cultural revolutionary as fiction writer during the late
cighteenth and carly nineteenth century. Both were participating in the broad
cultural revolution that founded the modern state, though from different ideo-
logical communities within that revolution. Like most other women writers who
helped bring that revolution about, however, they were eventually forgotien.
Even now, with several decades of feminism’s historical retrieval of women’s
intellectual and cultural work, Mary Butt and Mary Sherwood are scarcely
known, even by academic specialists in the field. Moreover, Mary Sherwood
remains much more resistant 10 such retrieval than Mary Butt. That is a prob-
lem of the present, and by considering Mary Sherwood’s writing alongside Mary
Butt’s as an alternative, but also a development and parallel of it, we may begin
10 address that problem
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